
 
Patricia Hills 

238 Putnam Avenue 
Cambridge, MA  02139-37678 

 
 
 
       February 29, 2008 
 
 
 
Dan Burns 
American Paintings, Drawings & Sculpture 
Christie’s 
20 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY  10020 
 
Dear Mr. Burns:   
 
Re:  Eastman Johnson, Study for Milton Dictating Paradise Lost to His Daughters, mid-1870s.  
Oil on board, 9 7/8 x 10 15/16 inches (my measurements).  LR:  “E. J.”  Inscribed verso:  “…to 
be /given to Mr. S M…[unclear] compliments, it is the / original sketch of the painting “Milton 
dictating / Paradise Lost to His Daughters / by Eastman Johnson, NA”  
 
I viewed this painting at Christie’s, New York, on August 7, 2007 and again on February 15, 
2008.  In my opinion the work is by the American genre painter Eastman Johnson (1824-1906), 
and I plan to include the work in my catalogue raisonné of the artist’s work. 
 
Mihaly Munkacsy’s painting, Blind Milton Dictating Paradise Lost to His Daughters, 1878, was 
a popular picture when exhibited in New York in the nineteenth century.  The painting is now in 
the collection of the New York Public Library (unless they have deaccessioned it).  This copy by 
Johnson is a sketch of that very large Munkacsy painting, with a few variations.  Johnson also 
did another sketch of the figure of Milton, a painting once owned by Benny Goodman.  
However, Johnson also made his own large finished painting, Milton Dictating to his Daughters, 
collection the Blanden Art Museum, Fort Dodge, Iowa, which changes the composition 
considerably. 
 
The painting now at Christie’s is No. 124 of the checklist of Johnson works in John I. H. Baur, 
Eastman Johnson:  An American Genre Painter, 1824-1906 (Brooklyn:  Brooklyn Museum, 
1940).  The Blanden painting is No. 123.   
 
The work has all the characteristics of Johnson’s sketches at this time.  He is attempting to 
capture the light passages of Munkacsy’s painting and roughly brush in where the  location of the 
colors.  The brush strokes are rapidly done, with a minimum of details, eg. the brass tacks on the 
chair at the right and the highlights on the chair in which Milton is sitting.  This was no doubt a 



sketch he made to help him remember Munkacsy’s composition as he worked on his own 
version.    
 
I examined the painting under an ultra violet light and the surface looked good. 
 
If you have further questions, please reach me at pathills@bu.edu. 
 
        Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
        Patricia Hills Patricia Hills, PhD 
        Co-Author:  Eastman Johnson:  
        Painting America (1999) 
 


